Frequently asked Questions for parents
We know that there may be many things that you want to know about what Reach for Excellence means for your son or daughter. We have anticipated some of the issues which may concern you but if we haven’t answered your question below, please do get in touch.
My son/daughter has gained a place on the Reach for Excellence scheme. What can he/she expect from the scheme?

The programme is designed to help your son/daughter make informed decisions about university and what course to study. Your child has been selected because he or she has the potential to access one of the country’s top universities and we aim to help your child reach that potential. We also offer guidance and workshops which will equip your son or daughter with the skills and knowledge to smoothly make the transition from school/college to university.

How will this scheme benefit my child?
The programme of events, university visits and summer school aim to raise aspirations and achievements of students who previously might not have considered applying to a research intensive university. Students have commented on their increased confidence and raised aspirations since joining the scheme and many have stated that it has helped them to make decisions about where and what to study.

Students have also felt more informed about financing their studies and know how to access information about scholarships, bursaries and grants. 

The following link will take you to the evaluation of the impact of the Reach for Excellence programme on the first cohort of students carried out by the National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER): http://www.suttontrust.com/research/rfesummary2010/  
Why a research intensive university?

Research intensive universities use cutting edge research as the basis of their teaching. They create an environment that gives students the opportunity to develop their analytical, critical thinking, problem solving and team working skills. Students at research intensive universities have access to excellent teaching and libraries and can expect to be challenged academically. In turn employers recognise that students who graduate from research intensive universities are taught to a high standard and therefore graduates from research intensive universities are an asset to employers.
Does my son/daughter have to apply to study at the University of Leeds?
No. Your son/daughter can apply to any university of their choice.

Will my son/daughter need to be accompanied to events by me or a teacher?
Students are expected to make their own travel arrangements when attending Reach for Excellence events as the scheme aims to help students get a taste of university life. Part of that experience is becoming independent and being responsible for their own studies.

Students will be met by a member of University staff at a designated meeting place at the University and accompanied to where the event is being held. 

How do I know my son or daughter will be safe while at the University?
The University of Leeds is responsible for students from the point at which they sign in for an event until the event finishes or the student leaves the event. A risk assessment is completed prior to every event to ensure that any risks are assessed and kept to a minimum.

Please note the University of Leeds is not responsible for students outside of the event times, including their travelling time. 

Students on the scheme all sign a ‘Code of Conduct’ which they are expected to abide by to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all students. Any bullying or antisocial behaviour towards students or staff will not be tolerated.

Will the events disrupt my son/daughter’s studies? Will they have to take time off from lessons?
Reach for Excellence events are planned so that they will not interfere with students’ studies at school/college. Where possible the events are held during school holidays or weekends. If an event is planned for a school day, students are expected to get permission from school.
What sort of role will the school/college play?
Schools and colleges can put forward eligible students for the scheme and can support them during the application process by writing a supporting statement and providing the students with guidelines on how to complete their own statement.

We will keep schools/colleges informed of upcoming events and students’ attendance throughout the year but we do ask teachers not to penalise students who do not attend events. 

What happens if my son or daughter no longer wants to take part in the Reach for Excellence programme?
If a student decides to leave the scheme, their school or college will be notified. This is strictly for information purposes and students will not be penalised by the Reach for Excellence team if they decide to leave the scheme. We may ask them to give us their reasons for leaving so that we can use their feedback to improve the scheme. 
How much does the programme cost?
The programme is free of charge. In addition students will be reimbursed for their travel costs (bus or train fare) and a bursary of £10 will be awarded to each student for each event attended.

How many places are available on the scheme?
There are 200 places on the scheme for each new intake of year 12 students. 

What is expected of my son/daughter?
Students are expected to comply with the Code of Conduct that they are requested to sign at the beginning of the scheme. Students are also expected to notify us if they are unable to attend an event that they have signed up to. Many events are oversubscribed and we will re-allocate any unwanted places to a student on the waiting list.
We encourage students to take part in as many activities as possible during the scheme but attendance at all events is entirely voluntary. 
Who do we contact with questions about the programme?

Please contact Liz Hurley with any questions or concerns that you may have.

