Case Study

Meyada Ali
Pharmacology student. Year 2 
Meyada attended Parklands Girls High School in Seacroft and gained A-levels in English Literature, Chemistry, Biology and Dutch.
She is currently studying Pharmacology and is considering going into graduate medicine.

Meyada applied for a place on the Reach for Excellence programme as she wanted to know more about university and the different types of courses.
Through the programme she found out about the variety of courses available and it helped her decide what she wanted to study. Meyada says she found out why Leeds is a good university and felt that the University cares about its students and that it would be supportive during her studies. This experience has influenced her choice of university as at the start of the programme she had no intention of applying to Leeds.
Reach for Excellence helped her feel more confident about applying to the University. She says the summer school in particular was a very valuable experience and learning from undergraduates helped prepare her for university.  
Through Reach for Excellence, Meyada became involved with the V involved team and was an active member for two years until the project ended. She says that RFE made her think about her future and decided to do more useful things in her free time. Amongst various other volunteering placements, she planned an awards ceremony for young volunteers and helped out with the Big Bus project, an initiative aimed at recruiting young volunteers.
While studying at Leeds, Meyada has also successfully applied for an internship within her department.  This involves researching opinions of first year students to inform a departmental evaluation. 
Meyada came to study at Leeds through the Access to Leeds scheme and says this was a huge help to her. The study skills module gave her experience of using the University library and researching and referencing her own work which made her first assignments at level 1 much less daunting.
