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Information Pack
What is Reach for Excellence?

The Reach for Excellence programme supports young people who demonstrate the potential to access a top university but who may not have considered entry to research intensive Higher Education. Students on the scheme receive support throughout their year 12 and 13 studies.

Support is provided in the form of subject specific taster sessions, study skills workshops, impartial pre-entry guidance, finance and budgeting sessions, mentoring and a 5 day residential summer school.

Programme outline
There are 200 places on the scheme this year. The programme is free of charge to students. Travel expenses are reimbursed and a bursary of £10 is awarded to students for each event attended.

Aims 
The aim of the programme is to raise aspiration, achievement, confidence and self-esteem. We aim to provide appropriate and impartial guidance in an environment that will stretch bright and capable students who may not have considered entry to research intensive Higher Education.
The Reach for Excellence programme
We invite students to a wide variety of events and activities throughout their year 12 and year 13 studies. The programme is designed to enhance their current studies through subject taster sessions and study skills sessions. In addition, they have the opportunity to attend workshops and information sessions in careers, finance and UCAS amongst others. These workshops give students invaluable impartial guidance and advice when making the difficult decisions regarding what to study, where to study, how to finance their studies and how to make a good UCAS application.

	Activity
	Aims/outcomes

	Induction day for students and their parents
	Find out more about the programme.

	Study skills workshops including topics such as time management, exam preparation and note taking
	Students will develop useful skills for both their school studies and future university studies.

	Parent/carer information evening about summer school
	An opportunity for parents/carers to find out more about the summer school and the activities that will be taking place.

	Five day residential summer school 
	Students will learn more about what it is like to live in university accommodation. Students will get a taste of university life through subject tasters sessions and fun social activities in the evening.

	One to one UCAS personal statement appointments
	Opportunity for students to work on their personal statements with a member of a University staff.

	Careers workshop
	Learn more about career opportunities available after university and how to develop the skills employers look for.

	Finance session
	Learn budgeting skills and find out about different scholarships.


Table 1: Activities students will be offered 

We will also be offering subject specific taster sessions but the programme of sessions will depend on what students are currently studying and what they are thinking of studying in the future. In past years students have been offered sessions in:

	Subject
	This subject may interest students who are currently studying:

	Biological Sciences
	Chemistry, Biology, Sport Sciences

	Business and Enterprise
	Business, Economics, Management

	Chemistry
	Chemistry, Science-based subjects

	Dentistry
	

	Engineering
	Maths, Physics, Computer Science

	English
	English Literature and Language, History

	Geography
	Geography, Geology, Environment

	Healthcare (Nursing, Midwifery, Social Work)
	Biology, Chemistry

	Law
	Law, Business, History, English

	Maths
	Maths, Statistics, Finance

	Medicine
	Biology, Chemistry

	Performance
	Theatre, Dance

	Physics
	Physics, Science-based subjects

	Politics
	Politics

	Psychology
	Psychology

	Sociology
	Sociology


Table 2: Examples of subject tasters that are offered.
We encourage students to let us know if there is a particular subject they are interested in and we will do our best to organise a workshop in that subject.

Towards the end of year 13 students will have the opportunity to take part in a confirmation/clearing drop-in session followed by separate sessions on preparation for university life
Eligibility criteria
The students are selected for this programme by the University in close liaison with schools and colleges.  Schools are given detailed information about the programme and the eligibility criteria through a presentation to students (if requested), and are invited to submit applications from eligible students.

To be eligible for Reach for Excellence candidates must:

· Live within a commutable distance to the University
· Have the potential to achieve 3 or more A levels at grade B or above (or equivalent) and have the potential to be a candidate for study at a leading research intensive university 
· Have gained 5 or more GCSEs (including Mathematics and English Language) at grade C or above

Reach for Excellence applicants will need to meet two of the following criteria to be eligible for the scheme:

· Be from a household whose income is £25,000 a year or less

· Be the first from immediate family to apply to HE

· Have attended a school which achieved less than national average 5 A*-C passes in 2010 (including English & mathematics)

· Have no option but to attend a local university

· Had their studies disrupted or adversely affected by circumstances in their personal, social or domestic lives

· Be in (or have been in) public care

· Live in a geographical location with low progression to HE
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