Eur opean Conference on Personal Assistance Services for
Di sabl ed Peopl e Denands | ndependent Living for all Disabled
Peopl e.

(Eur opean Conference on Personal Assistance Services for

Di sabl ed Peopl e organi sed by the international disability
nmovenent with the help of GRAEL in the Rainbow Goup in the
Eur opean Parlianent and the GRUNEN in the German
Bundest ag) .

We. nore than a hundred disabl ed peopl e from Net herl ands,
United Kingdom Dennmark, Italy. Switzerland, Sweden, France
Austria, Finland, Belgium USA Hungary, FRG and Norway,
have cone together fromApril 12th to 14th at Strasbourg in
France to raise the issue of personal assistance services
as a pre-requisite for independent |iving for disabled
peopl e.

In our view, independence is not measured by the quantities
of tasks one can perform w thout assistance, but the
quality of life one can have with assi stance. Assistance in
the context of independent living is given within the
framework of a civil right and a service under the contro
of the recipient - where, when, how and by whom Today
these services are not being realised in any quantity in

t he European comunity.

Qur com ng together here in Strasbourg is the result of
growi ng disability novenents in countries all over the
worl d. Increasingly we, disabled people, are raising our

voi ces to speak agai nst the warehousi ng of disabled people
in special institutions, and agai nst the denial of basic
equal rights for disabled people by nedical experts, policy
makers and adm nistrative officials.

In sharing our experiences about the social welfare systens
and |l aws in our respective countries, we have found that by
the exclusion of disabled people fromthe mainstream of
society and the denial of access to personal assistance
services we are prevented fromentering the workforces and
ot her spheres of social |life. W are denied the right to

I ndependent |iving. These denials are also the basic
sources of discrimnation against disabled people.

We denmand social welfare systens that include persona

assi stance services that are consuner controlled and which
all ow for various nodels of independent |iving for disabled
peopl e, regardl ess of inpairnent and i ncone. W demand
soci al welfare |egislation which recognises these services
as basic civil rights and which provi de necessary appeal
procedures. This conference is proof of a grow ng

di sability novenent that wll not stop until independent



living and full participation in society are realised for
al | disabl ed peopl e.
Resol uti ons

1. Personal assistance services are a human and civil right
whi ch nust be provided at no cost to the user. These
services shall serve people with all types of inpairnents
and all ages on the basis of functional need, irrespective
of personal wealth, incone, marital and fam |y status.

2. Personal assistance users shall be able to choose froma
variety of personal assistance service nodels which

toget her offer the choice of various degrees of user
control .

3. Services shall enable the user to participate in every
aspect of |ife such as hone, work, school, leisure, travel
and political life etc.. These services shall enable

di sabl ed people, if they so choose, to build up a persona
and famly life and fulfil all the responsibilities
connected with this.

4. These services nust be available |long termfor anything
up to 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and simlarly on a
short termor energency basis. These services shall include
assi stance wth personal bodily functions, comrunication,
househol d, nobility, work and other rel ated needs. In the
assessnent of need the consuner's view nust be paranount.

5. The funding authority shall ensure that sufficient funds
are available to the user for adequate support,

counsel ling, training of the user and the assistant, if
deened necessary to the user.

6. Fundi ng nmust include assistant's conpetitive wages and
enpl oynent benefits, all |egal and union required benefits,
or services.

7. Funding shall be a legislative right and paynent nust be
guar ant eed regardl ess of funding source or |ocal governnent
arrangenents. Fundi ng shall not be treated as

di sposabl e/t axabl e i ncone and shall not nake the user
ineligible for other statutory benefits or services.

8. The user should be free to appoint as persona
assi stants whoever they choose including famly nmenbers.

9. No individual shall be placed in an institutional
setting because of | ack of resources, high costs, sub-
standard or non-existent services.



10. There shall be a uniformjudicial appeals procedure
whi ch is independent of funders, providers and assessors;
is effected wthin a reasonable amobunt of tine and enabl es
the claimant to receive legal aid at the expense of the
statutory authority.

11. In furtherance of all the above, disabled people and
organi sations controlled by them nust be decisively

i nvol ved at all levels of policy nmaking including planning,
i npl enent ati on and devel opnent.
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