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IntroductoryIntroductory RemarksRemarks

mymy topictopic: : criticalcritical disability disability researchresearch
mymy focusfocus: Germany: Germany
thethe backgroundbackground: : dominancedominance of of specialspecial
eduationeduation
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IntroductoryIntroductory RemarksRemarks

LookingLooking back: back: TheThe German Disability German Disability 
RightsRights MovementMovement and and itsits developmentdevelopment

Critical Disability Research in GermanCritical Disability Research in German--
speaking Countries: Debates and speaking Countries: Debates and 
PerspectivesPerspectives

ConclusionConclusion
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1933 1933 –– 1945: 1945: CompulsoryCompulsory SterilizationSterilization and and 
““EuthanasiaEuthanasia”” during during NationalsocialismNationalsocialism

At least 300,000, 
and perhaps even 
400,000 people 
became victims of 
compulsory 
sterilization. 

About 300,000 
disabled people 
were killed in the 
course of the 
euthanasia 
program. 

Nazi Propaganda
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TheThe German Disability German Disability RightsRights MovementMovement: : 
itsits beginningbeginning

1950s 1950s organisationsorganisations of war of war veteransveterans
latelate 1950s 1950s parentsparents‘‘ associationsassociations

latelate 1960s 1960s leisureleisure orientedoriented „„clubsclubs““ forfor
disableddisabled & nondisabled & nondisabled youthsyouths

1978 1978 firstfirst „„CripplesCripples‘‘ GroupGroup““ withwith an an 
explicitlyexplicitly politicalpolitical approachapproach
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Rallye 
against the
„Frankfurt 

Judgement“
(1980)
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International International YearYear of of thethe DisabledDisabled (1981) (1981) 
as as „„midwifemidwife““ forfor thethe German German 

disability disability movementmovement

Disability Disability activistsactivists protestprotest againstagainst
„„disablementdisablement““

Public Public protestprotest at at thethe officialofficial openingopening sessionsession
„„CripplesCripples‘‘ TribunalTribunal““ –– conferenceconference on on thethe
socialsocial oppressionoppression of of disableddisabled peoplepeople
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Source: 
private

1981: 1981: ““No speeches, no segregation, no No speeches, no segregation, no 
violations of human rightsviolations of human rights””
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““CripplesCripples’’ TribunalTribunal”” (1981)(1981)
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SinceSince 1980s: 1980s: „„independent independent livingliving““
outsideoutside institutionsinstitutions

In 1986 In 1986 thethe firstfirst „„Centre Centre forfor SelfSelf--
determineddetermined LivingLiving““ opensopens in Bremenin Bremen
In 1990 a national In 1990 a national umbrellaumbrella organisationorganisation
isis foundedfounded
Main Main issuesissues areare: : 

SelfSelf--determinationdetermination
Peer Peer CounselingCounseling
Personal Personal AssistanceAssistance
BarrierBarrier--free environment free environment 
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SinceSince latelate 1980s: 1980s: Legal ActivitiesLegal Activities

1994: Amendment of Article 3 of the 1994: Amendment of Article 3 of the 
German Constitution: German Constitution: ““No person shall be No person shall be 
disfavoreddisfavored because of disabilitybecause of disability””
2002 2002 ““Federal Act on the Equalization of Federal Act on the Equalization of 
Disabled PersonsDisabled Persons””
2006: 2006: ““General Equal Treatment ActGeneral Equal Treatment Act””
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Source: die 
randschau, 
1989 (2/3) 

„Our
right to 
life is
indis-
putable!“

Protest Protest againstagainst bioethicsbioethics
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GenderGender IssuesIssues

„„Weibernetz Weibernetz 
e.V.e.V.““: : 
national national disableddisabled
womenwomen‘‘ss networknetwork
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ConclusionConclusion
Since the late '70s Germany has witnessed Since the late '70s Germany has witnessed 
an active, creative and successful an active, creative and successful 
Disability Rights Movement. Disability Rights Movement. 
It fights against segregation and It fights against segregation and 
discrimination and aims for selfdiscrimination and aims for self--
determination, accessibility and equal determination, accessibility and equal 
rights. rights. 
Its agenda ranges from legal change to Its agenda ranges from legal change to 
bioethics and gender issues.bioethics and gender issues.
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Some issues of the critical disability Some issues of the critical disability 
discoursediscourse

SelfSelf--determination as a paradigm for determination as a paradigm for 
disability policy disability policy 
Historical research of eugenics, racial Historical research of eugenics, racial 
hygiene and human genetics; bioethics of hygiene and human genetics; bioethics of 
the presentthe present
Gender Studies: Gender Studies: ““double discriminationdouble discrimination”” of of 
disabled womendisabled women
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ExhibitionExhibition „„TheThe ((imim--)perfect)perfect Human Human 
BeingBeing““ (2001/02)(2001/02)

Source: Stiftung Deutsches Hygiene-Museum / Deutsche Behindertenhilfe - Aktion Mensch e.V. (Hrsg.). (2001). 
CD-ROM zur Ausstellung: Der (im-)perfekte Mensch. Vom Recht auf Unvollkommenheit. Dresden (Deutsches Hygiene-Museum). 
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Summer Institute Summer Institute „„Disability Studies in Disability Studies in 
Germany Germany –– ReRe--thinkingthinking DisabilityDisability““, , 

Bremen 2003Bremen 2003

 Bifos 2003
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GermanGerman--speakingspeaking Disability Disability 
Studies: Studies: firstfirst editionseditions
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…… establishingestablishing Disability Studies in Disability Studies in 
GermanGerman--speakingspeaking countriescountries

WorkingWorking Group Group „„Disability Studies Disability Studies –– WeWe do do 
researchresearch ourselvesourselves““ ((foundedfounded April 2002)April 2002)
International Disability Studies International Disability Studies 
Research Unit Research Unit -- iDiSiDiS
(University of Cologne, 2004)(University of Cologne, 2004)
Centre Centre forfor Disability Studies Disability Studies -- ZeDiSZeDiS
(University Hamburg, 2005) (University Hamburg, 2005) 
Swiss Society Swiss Society forfor Disability Studies Disability Studies 
((ZurichZurich, 2005), 2005)
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WhatWhat isis still still lackinglacking??

Not Not oneone networknetwork forfor all all GermanGerman--speakingspeaking
countriescountries, , butbut twotwo separatelyseparately forfor Germany Germany 
and and SwitzerlandSwitzerland, , nonenone in in AustriaAustria
No No universityuniversity coursescourses (BA/MA/ (BA/MA/ PhDPhD) in ) in 
Disability Studies, Disability Studies, butbut singularsingular seminarsseminars
and and modulesmodules at a at a numbernumber of of universitiesuniversities
No academic No academic journaljournal, , butbut websiteswebsites andand……
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New New BookBook SeriesSeries:  :  ““Disability Studies: Disability Studies: 
Body Body -- Power Power –– DifferenceDifference””

Volume 1:Volume 1:
Anne Waldschmidt, Werner Schneider Anne Waldschmidt, Werner Schneider 
(eds.): (eds.): 
Disability studies, sociology of culture, Disability studies, sociology of culture, 
and sociology of disability: and sociology of disability: 
Investigations in a new research field, Investigations in a new research field, 
Bielefeld 2007Bielefeld 2007
Volume 2:Volume 2:
Markus Markus DederichDederich: : 
Bodies, culture and disability: An Bodies, culture and disability: An 
introduction to Disability Studies, introduction to Disability Studies, 
Bielefeld 2007Bielefeld 2007
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No German No German modelmodel of disability, of disability, 
butbut……

Fight Fight againstagainst segregationsegregation
Disability Disability regardedregarded as a as a politicalpolitical issueissue
„„KrKrüüppelppel--StandpunktStandpunkt““ ((cripplescripples‘‘ positionposition) ) 
developeddeveloped
„„peerpeer researchresearch““ practisedpractised
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ConclusionConclusion

In GermanIn German--speaking countries critical speaking countries critical 
disability studies is ready to be disability studies is ready to be 
rereconstructed, since it has been long constructed, since it has been long 
practisedpractised
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OwnOwn ResearchResearch

PhD at Bremen University with a study on 
“The Subject in Human Genetics: Expert 
Discourses on the Agendas and Concepts 
for Human Genetic Counseling 1945 –
1990” (published 1996)

postdoctoral research resulting in second 
book on  “Self-Determination as a 
Construction: Subjective Theories of 
Women and Men with Disabilities”
(published in 1999) 
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OwnOwn ResearchResearch

19971997--2000 research project on 2000 research project on ““Disability and Disability and 
the Process of Flexible Normalizationthe Process of Flexible Normalization””, as part of , as part of 
an interdisciplinary research network at the an interdisciplinary research network at the 
University of DortmundUniversity of Dortmund

Since 2001 involvement in Disability StudiesSince 2001 involvement in Disability Studies
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CurrentCurrent Research Project (1)Research Project (1)
Since October 2004 research project on Since October 2004 research project on 
““1000fragen.de1000fragen.de””: Analysis of an online platform : Analysis of an online platform 
on bioethics from the perspectives of on bioethics from the perspectives of 
participation theory and the sociology of participation theory and the sociology of 
knowledge, funded by knowledge, funded by AktionAktion MenschMensch
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CurrentCurrent Research Project (2)Research Project (2)
research project on the organizing research project on the organizing 
principles underlying European social and principles underlying European social and 
equal rights policies using supranational equal rights policies using supranational 
and national policies for disabled people and national policies for disabled people 
as an example as an example 
–– Analysis of the development of EU disability Analysis of the development of EU disability 

policies (welfare, labour market integration, policies (welfare, labour market integration, 
equalization) on the basis of EU documents equalization) on the basis of EU documents 
(1958(1958--2005)2005)

–– International comparison of social policies and International comparison of social policies and 
equalization policies in Britain, Germany, Swedenequalization policies in Britain, Germany, Sweden

–– Analysis of the interactions between the EU level Analysis of the interactions between the EU level 
and the national levelsand the national levels

funded by funded by 
RheinEnergieRheinEnergie
StiftungStiftung
Jugend/BerufJugend/Beruf, , 
WissenschaftWissenschaft

April 2007 April 2007 --
March 2009March 2009
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For For furtherfurther readingreading seesee
Hermes, Gisela & Hermes, Gisela & KKööbsellbsell, Swantje (, Swantje (edseds) (2003), Disability ) (2003), Disability 
Studies in Deutschland Studies in Deutschland –– Behinderung neu denken! Behinderung neu denken! 
DokumentationDokumentation derder SommeruniSommeruni 2003. Kassel: 2003. Kassel: BifosBifos..
KKööbsellbsell, , SwantjeSwantje (2006), The Disability Rights Movement (2006), The Disability Rights Movement 
in Germany. History, development, present state. in Germany. History, development, present state. 
Disability Studies Quarterly 26(2), http://www.dsqDisability Studies Quarterly 26(2), http://www.dsq--
sds.org/_articles_html/2006/spring/kobsell.asp.sds.org/_articles_html/2006/spring/kobsell.asp.
KKööbsellbsell, , SwantjeSwantje & Waldschmidt, Anne (2006), Guest & Waldschmidt, Anne (2006), Guest 
Editor's Introduction. International Section: Disability Editor's Introduction. International Section: Disability 
Studies in German speaking Countries. Disability Studies Studies in German speaking Countries. Disability Studies 
Quarterly 26(2), http://www.dsqQuarterly 26(2), http://www.dsq--
sds.org/_articles_html/2006/spring/kobsell_waldschmidt.asds.org/_articles_html/2006/spring/kobsell_waldschmidt.a
sp.sp.
Lutz, Petra; Macho, Thomas; Staupe, Gisela & Lutz, Petra; Macho, Thomas; Staupe, Gisela & ZirdenZirden, , 
Heike (Heike (edseds) (2003), Der () (2003), Der (imim--)perfekte)perfekte Mensch. Mensch. 
MetamorphosenMetamorphosen von von NormalitNormalitäätt und und AbweichungAbweichung. . KKööln, ln, 
Weimar: Weimar: BBööhlauhlau..
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For For furtherfurther readingreading seesee
Waldschmidt, Anne (Waldschmidt, Anne (eded) (2003), Kulturwissenschaftliche ) (2003), Kulturwissenschaftliche 
Perspektiven der Disability Studies. Perspektiven der Disability Studies. Kassel: Kassel: BifosBifos..
Waldschmidt, Anne (2005), Disability Studies: Waldschmidt, Anne (2005), Disability Studies: 
Individuelles, soziales und / oder kulturelles Modell von Individuelles, soziales und / oder kulturelles Modell von 
Behinderung? Psychologie & Gesellschaftskritik 29(1), pp. Behinderung? Psychologie & Gesellschaftskritik 29(1), pp. 
99--31. 31. 
Waldschmidt, Anne Waldschmidt, Anne (2006), Advocacy Movements: (2006), Advocacy Movements: 
Germany. In: Albrecht, Gary et al. (Germany. In: Albrecht, Gary et al. (edseds). ). EncyclopediaEncyclopedia of of 
Disability. Volume 1. Thousand Oaks, London, New Disability. Volume 1. Thousand Oaks, London, New DehliDehli: : 
Sage Publications, pp. 57Sage Publications, pp. 57--58.58.
Waldschmidt, AnneWaldschmidt, Anne (2007), Disability as a Social Problem. (2007), Disability as a Social Problem. 
In: In: RitzerRitzer, George (ed). The Blackwell , George (ed). The Blackwell EncyclopediaEncyclopedia of of 
Sociology. Volume III. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, pp. Sociology. Volume III. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing, pp. 
11681168--11701170..
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For For furtherfurther researchresearch seesee

www.disabilitystudies.dewww.disabilitystudies.de

http://idis.unihttp://idis.uni--koeln.dekoeln.de

www.zedis.uniwww.zedis.uni--hamburg.dehamburg.de

www.disabilitywww.disability--studies.chstudies.ch
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