






£16m for Leeds to tackle global challenges 

Two significant research projects have been 
awarded £16m to build resilience in African 
businesses and communities as part of the 
University’s commitment to tackling some of  
the world’s most challenging issues.

The first award is focused on creating evidence-
based policy to develop sustainable, productive, 
agricultural systems. Leading an international 
team, Professor Tim Benton, Dean of Strategic 
Research Initiatives, aims to support smallholding 
farmers in Africa to meet food security and 
economic development needs.

Another award is helping to develop greater 
weather forecasting precision, and creating  
more accurate longer-term forecasts which  
could provide huge benefits to African businesses, 
small traders and society, strengthening their 
ability to respond to crises. Weather-sensitive 
sectors including aviation, solar and hydro-power, 
and agriculture could all grow as a result.

Professor Doug Parker is the lead scientist of the 
four-year programme which as been developed 
by principal investigator Professor Alan Blyth, from 
the University’s Faculty of Environment and the 
National Centre for Atmospheric Science.

These projects have brought together leading 
academics with newly appointed University 
Academic Fellows (UAF), who are embarking  
on a five-year structured development 
programme leading to an established position  
as an associate professor. 

Professor Lisa Roberts, Deputy Vice-Chancellor: 
Research and Innovation, said: “I am pleased  
to see that these new awards have brought 
together world-leading professors with some  
of our University Academic Fellows, which 
creates a highly sustainable environment for 
ongoing research success and development  
of future leaders.”

These awards position Leeds academics as among 
the most successful in the UK at securing funding 
from the Global Challenges Research Fund 
(GCRF), a £1.5bn government programme to 
support research that addresses critical problems 
in developing countries across the world.

By July 2017, sixteen other Leeds-led initiatives, 
worth £4.3m, had also received support from 
individual UK research councils through the GCRF 
programme.
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Professor Anne Neville (School of Mechanical Engineering) 
was elected as a Fellow of the Royal Society in recognition of 
her substantial contribution to the field of corrosion and 
tribology research.

Dr Rafe Hallett (School of History) and Dr Sarah Underwood 
(Business School) were made National Teaching Fellows in 
recognition of excellence in teaching.

Professor Paul Stewart (Dean, Faculty of Medicine and 
Health) was elected Vice-President of the Academy of 
Medical Sciences.

Dr Priya Subramanian (School of Mathematics) was 
awarded one of only five prestigious L’Oréal-UNESCO UK 
and Ireland Fellowships for Women in Science.

Professor Jane Nixon (Deputy Director, Leeds Clinical Trials 
Research Unit) was awarded an MBE in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours for services to Health Research.

Mrs Karen Riley (Simpson) (School of Education) was 
awarded an OBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours for 
services to Special Educational Needs and Disabilities.

Professor Anna Madill (School of Psychology) was elected  
a Fellow of the British Psychological Society.

Professor Alison Ashcroft (School of Biological Sciences) 
was awarded Life Membership of the British Mass 
Spectrometry Society in recognition of her notable and 
lasting contribution to the Society.

Professor John Plane (School of Chemistry) was awarded the 
Vilhelm Bjerknes Medal by the European Geosciences Union 
(EGU), for distinguished research in atmospheric sciences.

Mr David Richardson (School of Civil Engineering) was 
awarded a Fellowship of the Institution of Structural 
Engineers in recognition of his achievements and experience 
in the field.

Professor Surya Subedi (School of Law) was appointed an 
Honorary Queen’s Counsel (QC) in recognition of his work in 
international law and human rights.

Professor John Young, Dr Andrew Clegg and Dr Elizabeth 
Teale (School of Medicine) were given an Excellence in 
Patient Care Award by the Royal College of Physicians for 
their development of the Electronic Frailty Index.
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