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This thesis, which was accepted for the degree of PhD by the Victoria University of Manchester in 1968, has never been widely available. One copy went missing after the viva voce examination and has reappeared only recently; and while a microfilm was made and scholars have, apparently, been able to consult the thesis when necessary, it has been clear on many occasions that some scholars working on the edges of the subject have never bothered to consult this work. 


On the other hand, it has never been superseded, despite the work of some able scholars exploring limited parts of the subject-matter dealt with here. In the course of the 37 years since its completion many scholars, myself among them, have published work relating to this area, and the Bibliography therefore needs to be brought up-to-date and the results of that work incorporated into the thesis. Reading through this work again I am struck by two facts: first, that the text needs correction and minor revision throughout; and second, that, despite the passage of time and the work of various scholars, this thesis remains broadly valid.

The work is now made available on the Internet because the technology is available to overcome the relative inaccessibility that has dogged my findings over almost four decades. I hope that those who have further information relating to material discussed here will let me know about it: I have a great deal myself, and I hope that eventually this will be seen as merely a step towards a larger, updated and more authoritative statement about minstrelsy in England in the late Middle Ages. More specifically, it is a stage in an ongoing project that I have with Professor Andrew Taylor, of the University of Ottawa, to add the literary element that was missing from my original work. Our eventual book on minstrelsy will benefit from his expertise in the fields of literature, performance and manuscript studies in the Middle Ages, enabling us to produce a work that will be broader in scope and even more seriously multidisciplinary in its approach.
For the moment, so that references to this Web-based version will harmonise with those from the two volumes of my thesis, I have kept the text as it was, with all its imperfections, and have added the original page-numbers in square brackets. Eventually I shall add more references, comments and corrections: these, too, will be enclosed in square brackets for the time being, so that they can be distinguished as new material. This process has in fact already begun, and some material in [ ... ] will be found in the thesis in addition to the original page-numbers.


Some very small changes and excisions have been made in order to bring the text entirely into line with the new presentation. I hope that these will cause no problems - indeed, that they will not be noticed.

This work is copyrighted in the usual way. While hoping that scholars will find this work useful and even enjoyable, I would ask everyone reading this material to respect my copyright in the usual way.
Richard Rastall

June 2005
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