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Points Based System – Tier 4  General Student Visa  
Important information for applicants wishing to apply for a UK student visa and current students of University of Leeds seeking to extend their current student visa.
The points-based system (PBS) is a system for managing migration for those wishing to enter the UK for work or study.  Tier 4 is the route used by those seeking a student visa.  The system is controlled by the UK Border Agency (UKBA), a department of the Home Office and affects all international students from outside the European Economic Area
 coming to study or extending their study in the UK.
UK universities have to apply to the UKBA to become an “approved education provider or sponsor”.  Universities are then issued with a “sponsor licence” which enables them to bring international students to study in the UK. The University of Leeds has been awarded the highest possible sponsor rating (Highly Trusted Sponsor Status). 

There are a number of routes under Tier 4 including:

	Adult student
	You can apply as an adult student if you are coming to the United Kingdom for your post-16 education.

	Student visitor
	You can apply as a student visitor if you are 18 years old or over, you want to come to the United Kingdom to do a course for up to six months, and you do not want to work while you are here.

You will not be able to switch and apply for an adult student visa while you are in the United Kingdom as a student visitor. If you want to apply for an adult student visa, you must apply from the country you live in.  

	Prospective student
	You can apply as a prospective student if you want to come to the United Kingdom to help you decide which course to study or if you plan to start a course of study within six months.

You will be able to switch and apply for an adult or child student visa while you are in the United Kingdom.


What do you need to apply?
You will need to meet the following criteria in order to apply for a student visa:

· Demonstrate a record of previous study before coming to the UK:
· Be applying to study a course at Level 3 or above on the National Qualification Framework (NQF) or its equivalent. All courses at the University of Leeds meet this requirement; 

· Show evidence of sufficient funds to cover living costs and the cost of tuition fees   

· Produce the original copies of all relevant academic qualifications (certificates or transcripts) when applying for a visa and at the point of entry to the UK. 
· Meet UKBA’s minimum English Language levels  (please see minimum University of Leeds English Language levels-  http://www.leeds.ac.uk/rsa/prospective_students/apply/entrance_requirements.html 
You need 40 points to be able to apply for a student visa and must provide the proof needed with your application form.

	Points
	What you gets points for 
	Proof and documents needed

	  30 
	Doing a course (at an acceptable level) with an approved education provider (also known as sponsorship)
	A Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies (CAS) Number from your sponsor/approved education provider.  You will use this number when completing your visa application form.


	 10 
	Having enough money to cover your course fees and monthly living costs (also known as maintenance) 
	Bank statement or letter confirming that you have enough money available to cover your course fees and monthly living costs for up to one year, at the time you submit your application.  You must be able to prove that this money has been in your account for 28 days before you submit your application.


How does the CAS work?

The University of Leeds is able to apply for a CAS for you provided you hold and have accepted an “Unconditional” offer.  Therefore if we have issued a letter offering you a place of study please read this carefully.  If we have not yet issued a CAS because you have not yet met the University’s English Language minimum requirement for example, please notify us as soon as you do meet the requirement along with evidence for example a copy of your IELTS certificate.  We will then send your CAS to you by e-mail within 2 working days.

In order to obtain a CAS, the University enters programme and applicant data into the UK Border Agency’s Sponsor Management System (SMS).  The SMS then generates a CAS number which we will then provide to you in the form of a letter/pdf document which we send via e-mail.  This letter will include program and University details and contain the highest academic qualifications on which the University has based the decision to offer you a place.  You must show the original degree certificate(s) mentioned in this letter to the immigration authorities when applying for your visa (we may also need to see these documents prior to or at registration).  

A CAS has a life span of 6 months.  When we issue the CAS depends on when you receive an offer of a place and your actual start date. For example if we make an unconditional offer of an academic place to you in January for an October start later that year, then provided you have accepted the offer, we will issue the CAS at the start of May.  We cannot issue the CAS in January because it will have “expired” by June.  But if you applied later and we issued the offer to you in June, which you then accepted, then we would also issue the CAS at the same time because an October start date is within 6 months of June. 

The CAS Letter will state if an ATAS certificate is required for the programme of study.  (Your formal acceptance letter from the University of Leeds also states whether you require an ATAS certificate or not and if you do need ATAS you will be provided with information alongside your acceptance letter, which tells you  what you must do to obtain this from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.)

Students must ensure that they provide all the specified documents at the time of applying for their General Student Visa otherwise they risk their visa application being refused. To submit a visa application from outside the UK, prospective international students will normally need a valid passport, detailed evidence of their financial situation,  a CAS number issued by the University of Leeds and all relevant original academic documents (certificates, transcripts, language scores). Applicants can start the visa application process 12 weeks before they are due to travel.

You must also arrange to have your photograph taken and give your fingerprints, which are known as biometric information (further information is held on the UKBA website).
What if you have applied to several UK Universities/courses?

Applicants may be issued a number of CASs from each institution they have applied to, but can use only one CAS to apply for the student visa.  
Your UK immigration leave is then tied to your sponsoring institution
Think very carefully before choosing your course, and college or university. It will be difficult to change college or university after you arrive in the UK.  This is because you will have to obtain permission and a new visa from the immigration authorities to change college or university.  You may not be allowed to study at the new college or university whilst you wait for that permission.  The process of obtaining permission is likely to be very expensive, and may also be slow. You cannot be sure that permission to change institution will be granted. 

University compliance duties

In order comply with the sponsor license issued by UKBA, all UK higher education providers and universities including University of Leeds must: 

· keep copies of all students' passports and biometric details;

· keep up-to-date contact details for students; and
· notify UKBA of any unauthorised absences, failure to register or if a student suspends or withdraws from their studies.  

Details on the University’s attendance monitoring policy can be found at:

http://www.leeds.ac.uk/rds/induction_progressandmonitoring/forstudents/progress.html
Please let either your School or rp_applications@leeds.ac.uk know if you will be unable to start on time.  

Also please think carefully before applying for a suspension of studies or withdrawal.  You should first seek  advice from our International Student Office. Their website can be found at http://www.leeds.ac.uk/international/aboutiso.htm and contains links to other helpful sites.

Please also see the immigration section of our pre-arrival guide - http://www.leeds.ac.uk/international/pre_arrival_guide.pdf 

Further information

Please see the following pages for further information on the Points Based visa system.
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/studyingintheuk 
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/international/
http://www.ukvisas.gov.uk/en/  

The UK Council for International Student Affairs (UKCISA) provides excellent guidance on immigration, and other matters important to international students: http://www.ukcisa.org.uk  - particularly their information sheets.
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� Countries that are currently members of the EEA: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Republic of Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Luxembourg, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom                                





