[image: image1.jpg]P N
||

jig
UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS







Information for Disabled and Dyslexic Applicants 

for Postgraduate Study

The University of Leeds is committed to providing high-quality advice and support for disabled students.  Our Disability Team – part of the University’s Equality Service – offers advice and support to applicants during the admissions process, as well as for current students.  

We provide support to applicants and students who:

· are deaf, hard of hearing, blind or partially-sighted

· have a physical or mobility impairment

· have a long-term medical condition or mental health difficulty

· have a specific learning difficulty (for example, dyslexia) or a developmental learning disability (for example, Asperger Syndrome or ADHD)

· have a combination of these.

What services are available from the Disability Team?

Postgraduate disabled students may be able to access a range of support services, subject to availability and suitability, without applying for additional funding.  These include:
· disabled students’ early induction programme

· handouts and lecture presentations in advance
· access to campus-based computers with assistive technology (including 
text-to-speech, mind-mapping and magnification software) 

· equipment loan
· adaptations to University accommodation
· modified examination arrangements or extended library loans
· information and support from the Disability Team, including drop-in sessions.

To access a range of other support services, you are likely to need to apply for additional funding.  These services include:

· an assessment of academic support needs

· one-to-one learning strategy support

· transcription services for blind or partially-sighted students (to convert academic information into accessible formats, including braille, large print, e-text and audio) 

· personal assistant and/or note-taker support
· sign language interpreters.
What funding is available for disability-related support services?

Disabled Students’ Allowance (DSA) funding is available to most disabled and dyslexic students from the UK.  This funding is intended to assist with disability-related costs resulting from your course of study.  It is not a loan, nor is it means tested.  For most postgraduate students, this funding will come from your Local Authority or funding body.  We strongly recommend that you start applying for Disabled Students’ Allowance early because the process can take several months.  We can advise you about sources of funding or help you fill in the application forms.

For international postgraduate students, eligibility for funding is complex.  We advise you to contact us as soon as possible to discuss the support and funding you may need whilst studying at Leeds.  If you  are being sponsored, financial assistance may be available from your sponsor and you should discuss this issue with them.  We can also provide your sponsor with more information about these costs, if you would find this helpful.  
More information about funding issues can be found on our website at: 

www.equality.leeds.ac.uk/dis-serv/applicants/funding/

or on the Skill (National Bureau for Students with Disabilities) website: 


www.skill.org.uk/info/infosheets.asp#he 

How can I contact the Disability Team?

To discuss the support or funding that you might require at Leeds, our contact details are: 



Telephone: 

+44 (0)113 343 3927 (Calls via RNID Typetalk are welcome)

Textphone:  
+44 (0)113 343 2616


Fax:

+44 (0)113 343 3944 


Email: 

disability@leeds.ac.uk


Website:
www.equality.leeds.ac.uk

Post:

Disability Team, Equality Service


University of Leeds


Leeds  LS2 9JT

You do not need to wait until you arrive in Leeds before you contact us.  In fact, it is helpful if you contact us as soon as possible to enable us to arrange your support.

What about my accommodation requirements?

If you are applying to live in University-managed accommodation and you have any disability-related requirements in relation to this, please contact our Accommodation Office (email: r.patel@adm.leeds.ac.uk or telephone: +44 (0)113 343 6087).
How can I meet other disabled students at Leeds?

There are organisations at Leeds University that can help you to meet other disabled students and get the most out of your time here.  The Students Union has set up a Students with Disabilities Assembly and there is also a Disabled Students’ Society.  For more information about these groups, contact Leeds University Union (www.luuonline.com).

If you require a copy of this leaflet in an alternative format 
(for example, braille, large print, e-text or audio), please email disability@leeds.ac.uk or telephone +44 (0)113 343 3927.
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