Network: Beyond the Riots:  Sustainable Social Order, Urban Governance and Disorderly Elites
Social order and its disruption through urban unrest present urgent concerns for modern societies. Managing sustainable social order in ways that prevent social conflict, minimise harm, promote inter-group tolerance and enhance community and institutional resilience in the face of outbreaks of unrest constitute pressing challenges for national governments and local authorities. The summer ‘riots’ of August 2011 inevitably brought more emphatic forms of disorder and wider urban unrest to the fore of public conversations, prompting new questions about why some locales experienced unrest whilst others appeared immune from what some feared to be a spreading phenomenon. These questions underline the importance of understanding the continuum upon which social order and urban unrest are aligned. Research has suggested that the riots occurred because of a number of complex intersecting factors: situational, individual, community and societal. Situational facilitators included, for example, rapid information transfer through social networking media. Societal factors include the idea that those involved felt little sense of having a stake in society (Morell et al, 2011). 

Notwithstanding the importance of understanding and unravelling the reasons for the events of August 2011, the focus on individual choices and overt criminality mask a continued need for robust empirical research capable of delivering broader and more comprehensive explanations for disorder and deeper roots of what some have come to see as a re-emerging urban crisis linked to a legitimation crisis of social elites, problematic policing practices, social disinvestment in deprived localities to say nothing of the broader impact of the financial crisis. Our network will seek to broaden debates and conceptualisations of disorder as the riotous acts have perhaps obscured the way in which the disorder might be couched or interpreted within a broader debate beyond the witnessed disorder. Arguably there is a wider coherence which has framed the response to the unrest and which requires further empirical investigation. Consequently, this network seeks to look beyond questions about why the summer 2011 riots occurred, to consider a number of salient sub-themes that inform the disorders and events of urban unrest as well as attempts to respond to and police them. By including an emphasis on the broader aspects of urban governance, the research objectives of this network will be able to consider how order is conceived within the context of daily social and policy routines and how the responses to the summer 2011 riots may signal crisis responses to growing social retrenchment and aggressive welfare reforms. The impact of disequilibrium in the careful balance of order and disorder have been made manifest through changes in governance (such as housing policy, evolving policing responses to unrest and a crisis in legitimacy amongst social and political actors and institutions). 

This network will examine these diverse responses and areas of enquiry and contribute to ongoing public and policy concerns about what contributed to apparently new forms of unrest and insecurity. The network will provide insights into the prevention of unrest and the promotion of peaceful social relations and inter-group tolerance by assembling an expert supervisory team and experienced network co-ordinators across the inter-disciplinary headings of sociology, social policy, criminology, law, housing studies and town and regional planning.

References: Morell, G., Scott, S., McNeish, D. and Webster, S. (2011) The August Riots in England: Understanding the involvement of young people. A Cabinet Office Commissioned Report, London: NatCen.

The network lead is Dr Alpa Parmar, University of Leeds. The three studentship projects and supervisors combine the following:
1. Policing Social Disorder and Urban Unrest – Supervisors Professor Adam Crawford, University of Leeds and Dr Layla Skinns, University of Sheffield. This studentship will be based at the University of Leeds.
2. Disorderly Elites:  A Profile of Inverted Social Deviance – Supervisors Dr Rowland Atkinson, University of York and Dr Alpa Parmer, University of Leeds. This studentship will be based at the University of York.
3. Housing Tenure and Urban Unrest – Supervisors Professor John Flint, University of Sheffield and Professor Caroline Hunter, University of York. This studentship will be based at the University of Sheffield.
In addition, Dr Paul Bagguley (Sociology & Social Policy, Leeds) will contribute to the network as an additional supervision resource. His involvement is designed to further enhance the network’s breadth of expertise and enhance the student experience.
The network will be located within the existing (umbrella) White Rose DTC pathway of Security, Conflict and Justice. It will also benefit from close working relations and collaborative meetings and events in conjunction with two existing White Rose studentship networks – ‘Responding to Global Challenges of Crime and Insecurity’ (2010-13) and ‘Global Anxieties and Urban Governance’ (2011-14). Two members of the proposed supervision team are members of one or both of these existing networks.  Furthermore, students will be provided with opportunities to benefit from the Worldwide Universities Network via the International and Comparative Criminal Justice network (ICCJnet) – 

see http://www.wun.ac.uk/research/iccjnet. 
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