Network: Rethinking the social production, locus and impact of bioscience
The network utilises a multidisciplinary approach to examine new developments in the biosciences   in the context of broader shifts in the economy and society, particularly with respect to the dynamics of expertise, consumption and population change. The research will examine the development and interaction between: experts, practitioners and professionals; consumers, citizens, and patients; and ideas about the personhood, the lifecourse and quality of life. Key themes that provide a more substantive focus for the PhD network to explore these broad issues are translational medicine, the bioeconomy, and the bioscience of ageing. Together these projects will produce important new insights into the production, locus and impact of contemporary bioscience in the context of rapid social and economic change and provide a platform for further comparative analysis of developments in science and technology more broadly.
These topics address some of the most-pressing challenges in contemporary society and the relations of techno-science with everyday life. The collaborating partners in three Universities are uniquely placed to speak to these research challenges. Their existing work is centrality located within the broad STS field and they bring complementary expertise drawing on the sociology of the biosciences, long-standing research on genetics and identity, analyses of emergent as well as historical dimensions of scientific fields, and through extensive work on the regulation and governance of science, a deep understanding of the contemporary policy universe, which will provide an important applied aspect of the network. Members have been principal investigators on major research projects in STS both at the UK and international levels under the auspices of internationally recognised research groups and centres, such as SATSU (at York),  the Interdisciplinary Centre for History and Philosophy of Science (at Leeds) and SATIS (at Sheffield).
Bringing this expertise together will add value through the multi-methodological and inter-disciplinary team that combines a range of expertise and skills from across the three universities: medical sociology, the history and philosophy of science, science and technology studies, and science and technology policy analysis. Equally importantly, the network draws on members detailed technical understanding of the proposed areas of inquiry for the studentships, crucial in order to be able to steer and guide students through complex science-based material.
The strategic importance of the network is its focus on the ESRC’s strategic research challenge to build research capacity in the field to enable STS-literate PGRs to be able to engage with non-social science areas of inquiry and contribute towards cross-disciplinary research and development through the research-based and commercial initiatives of agencies such as the TSB and RCUK more generally. Through the three broad domains, the studentships focus on particular areas of strategic concern and policy planning: for example, experts, practitioners and professionals is directly linked to translational research/medicine and the fostering and stabilisation of new area of inquiry (such as stem cells) (DoH; TSB; NHS).
The network lead is Professor Andrew Webster, University of York. The three studentship projects and supervisors combine the following:
1. The meaning and practice of translational research in biomedicine – Supervisors Dr Dr Susan Molyneux-Hodgson, University of Sheffield and Professor Greg Radick, University of Leeds. This studentship will be based at the University of Sheffield.
2. Bioeconomies – the political and moral economy of life – Supervisors Dr Nik Brown, University of York and Dr Kate Reed, University of Sheffield. This studentship will be based at the University of York.
3. Bioscience and the Ageing Society – Supervisors Professor Anne Kerr, University of Leeds and Professor Andrew Webster, University of York. This studentship will be based at the University of Leeds.
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