Network: Social and Demographic Change in Britain
The network brings together three academics with differing, but complimentary research focuses which will benefit each other and the development of the students within the network. Dr Dan Vickers (Sheffield) has a research focus on the integration of geography with social difference and social segregation, particularly the defining of social areas and differences between areas. Dr Paul Norman (Leeds) has a background in researching demographic change and health within the UK with a strong focus on geography. Dr Rowland Atkinson (York) has a strong background in urban studies, neighbourhood and urban change, particularly the formation of new communities such as the phenomena of gated communities.

Society in Britain is changing at an ever increasing speed and these social and demographic changes are some of the biggest issues faced by academics and policy makers today. The consequences of the issues to be investigated by this network are having a profound effect on the everyday lives of every man, woman and child in Britain today. A simple look at today’s papers reveals the issues that are effecting the British population: Pensions and an ageing population, immigration and an increasing population, tensions between multicultural populations, tax and welfare reform, the unequal geographic distribution of public sector employment and unemployment. These are all issues that projects outlined in this network feed into and address.    

Not only does the network address issues that are having and will have further impact on society they directly link into interdisciplinary academic debates. All the projects are concerned with how the British population is changing and whether this has a disproportionate effect on different groups of people. The main thrusts of the network include: understanding how and to what extent these changes can be seen and measured and the effect these changes have on different groups of people whether we stratify these groups by geography, ethnicity, age or any other social phenomena. The inequalities that can be seen in opportunities and outcomes form key debates that are shaping and will shape society throughout the rest of the 21st century. 

The network and the projects outlined within it also fit well with the priorities of the ESRC which have been defined as researching and understanding: 

· Economic Performance and Sustainable Growth

· Influencing Behaviour and Informing Interventions

· A Vibrant and Fair Society
The network and the projects cut across all these priorities as all three of these issues are defined and influenced by the understanding of ‘Social and Demographic Change in Britain’
The network lead is Dr Dan Vickers, University of Sheffield. The three studentship projects and supervisors combine the following:
1. The Changing Nature and Extent of Ethnic and Social Segregation within British Cities – Supervisors Dr Dan Vickers, University of Sheffield and Dr Simon Parker, University of York. This studentship will be based at the University of Sheffield.
2. Geographical, social and area type mobility:  trajectories of selective sorting over time by health status and ethnic group – Supervisors Dr Paul Norman, University of Leeds and Dr Dimitris Ballas, University of Sheffield. This studentship will be based at the University of Leeds.
3. Silver cities:  The ageing population of the urban north – Supervisors Dr Rowland Atkinson, University of York and Professor John Stillwell, University of Leeds. This studentship will be based at the University of York.
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