




















A new training module is now 
available to all staff as part of the 
University�s Sustainability Strategy. 
The module explains why sustainability is 
important and gives examples of how we all  
play a part in ensuring that the University  
has a positive environmental, social and 
economic impact.

The online module is part of a wider training 
programme for staff that covers induction, 
procurement training, management essentials, 
and the environmental management system. A 
paper-based, workshop version is available for 
colleagues who don�t have an IT login.

For more information contact sustainability@
leeds.ac.uk or the training page of the 
Sustainability website.

Colleagues in the Lifelong 
Learning Centre (LLC) have 
received an outstanding report 
in achieving Customer Service 
Excellence accreditation, the 
national standard for excellence in 
the public sector. 

LLC is key in helping us to recruit students 
from diverse backgrounds, an important part 
of our strategic ambition. 

An external Customer Service Excellence 
assessor tested the standard and timeliness of 
service, the clarity of information offered, and 
the professionalism and attitude of staff. They 

also looked at the level of customer 
understanding shown by staff.

On all these fronts, LLC received high praise 
from the assessor, who described its staff 
as being �positive, focused, motivated, and 
extremely dedicated to providing a �rst-rate 
university experience for their students�. 

Sustainability in 
practice: new staff 
training module

Lifelong Learning Centre excels
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Sustainability Awards 2017
The annual Sustainability Awards held in June 
celebrated people whose work has contributed to 
creating positive change on campus and further a�eld.

Vice-Chancellor, Sir Alan Langlands presented the awards, which was 
followed by a delicious, locally sourced vegetarian dinner. 

The evening concluded with the Green Impact Awards,  
introduced by Director of Facilities, Dennis Hopper,  
and presented by Sustainability Intern, Becky Ewan.  
Thirty-six Green Impact Awards were presented this year.

The full details of all the winners and nominees can  
be found on the University of Leeds Sustainability website  
goo.gl/mcBTF1

Making the Most of Resources:
Recognising individuals or groups who 

have implemented policies, ideas or 
encouraged behaviour changes to 
ensure ef�cient and effective resource 

management. Nominations could focus 

on reducing and reusing, sharing, travel, 

self-generated energy or performance 

targets.
Staff winner: Reuse at St Marks 
ResidencesStudent winner: Ravi ToorTeam winner: Olivia Miller and  

the Cleaning Services team

Being a Positive Partner  

in Society: 

Recognising individuals or groups 

who have helped the University 

become a positive partner in the 

community through fundraising, 

volunteering, education or 

collaboration with local businesses. 

Staff winner: Georgina Binnie for  

the Writing Back Project

Student winner: LUUMIC  

(Music Impact in the Community)

Embedding Sustainability 

through Collaboration:

Recognising those who 

have shared skills, ideas or 

resources across campus 

to ensure that sustainable 

practice and values are 

embedded into University 

culture.

Staff winner:  

Grounds and Gardens

Student winner:  

George Middlemiss

Building Knowledge  and Capacity: Celebrating those who have 
helped to educate staff or students 
on sustainability, incorporated the 
concept of a �living lab� and have 
shared expertise across campus 
or the local area.  For the student award in this 

category, submissions were 
accepted from undergraduates 
and postgraduates for innovative 
dissertations or research proposals 
that highlighted sustainability 
themes.   

Staff winner: Priestley International Centre for Climate
Student winner: James Patrick 
Glover-Ochiltree

The Sustainable Purchasing Award:Celebrating those who have 
encouraged best practice 
and innovation in University 
purchasing. 

Winner: Chris Askew, PCB

THIS YEAR�S  
SUSTAINABILITY AWARDS 

WINNERS WERE:
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Dr Victoria Cooper, Susan Broadbent and Axel 
Muller (all IMS, AHC) appeared on BBC Radio 
Leeds and Made in Leeds TV to talk about the 
International Medieval Congress, which took 
over the University, and the Iron Throne from 
the popular TV series Game of Thrones. 

Aidan Foster-Carter (ESSL) appeared on Sky 
News and BBC News Online to talk about 
North Korea�s treatment of US student Otto 
Warmbier, who died after being held in North 
Korea for 15 months.

Professor Andrew Brown (LUBS) appeared 
on BBC One�s Sunday Politics, Yorkshire and 
Lincolnshire to discuss the need for the north 
of England to speak with one voice in order to 
effectively put demands on the government.

An article by PhD student Diego A Quiæones 
(Physics and Astronomy, MAPS) explaining why 
detecting gravitational waves has been one of 
the most important discoveries of the century 
featured in International Business Times, Yahoo 
News, Cosmos and The Conversation.

Dr Adam Cathcart (History, AHC) appeared 
on the BBC One Breakfast sofa to discuss the 
recent missile test by North Korea conducted 
on American Independence Day. He also 
discussed the relationship China has with North 
Korea and his comments were featured on CNN 
News Online.

The Perfect Pint project, in which a group 
of engineering Masters students designed a 
robot that aims to pour a pint better than 
a person, featured on BBC One�s Yorkshire�s 
Breakfast, Look North and BBC Radio Leeds. 
The project is supervised by Dr Andrew Jackson 
(Mechanical Engineering) and was also featured 
in articles by BBC News Online, The Mirror and 
the Daily Mail.

Professor Richard Blackburn (Design, AHC) 
appeared on BBC One�s News to discuss 
research into waterproof jackets by PhD student 
Philippa Hill (Design, AHC). Findings indicate 
that the production of waterproof clothing 
can have unexpected environmental costs, 
and that some of the environmentally harmful 
�uorochemicals used in the manufacture of 
waterproof jackets might not be necessary. The 
research was also covered on BBC Radio 4 and 
BBC News Online.

New research by Dr Evgenia Ilyinskaya and Dr 
Anja Schmidt (both Earth and Environment) 
found a previously undetected potential health 
risk from the boomerang-like return of a 
volcanic plume, in which �ne particles that are 
damaging to human health return long after a 
volcanic eruption. The research was featured in 
the Daily Mail, Nature World News, the Icelandic 
National Broadcasting Service (RUV) and 
Science Daily.
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Professor Peter Stockley (Astbury Centre, 
FBS) was part of a team that identi�ed an 
�assembly code� in the genetic makeup 
of hepatitis B, the virus that is the major 
cause of liver cancer worldwide. The new 
breakthrough was covered by the Daily 
Express, Science Daily, Yorkshire Post and 
Yorkshire Evening Post.

Research by Dr Marlous Hall (LICAMM, 
Medicine and Health) and colleagues 
has suggested that some heart attack 
sufferers are being wrongly prescribed. 
They found that beta blockers, which are 
often prescribed to people who have had 
heart attacks, may offer no survival bene�t 
to patients who do not have heart failure. 
The research was covered by an array 
of media outlets including the Guardian, 
the Huf�ngton Post, the Independent, the 
Hindustan Times, the Daily Telegraph and 
the Daily Express.

Dr Alex Dunhill (Earth and Environment) 
wrote an article for The Conversation on the 
Big Five mass extinction events and the 
lessons they might hold for understanding 
our biosphere today. The article was 
subsequently featured across a wide range 
of media outlets including the Huf�ngton 
Post, IFLScience, International Business 
Times, The Sun and the Daily Mail. 

Professor James Walker (LIBACS, Medicine 
and Health) appeared on BBC One�s Look 
North and BBC Radio 5 Live discussing 
the �ndings of a �ve-year investigation into 
the genetic link between a baby�s DNA 
and the risk its mother will develop pre-
eclampsia, a life-threatening condition that 
develops in some pregnancies.
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Professor David Hesmondhalgh, Professor 
of Media, Music and Culture, has been made 
a Fellow of the International Communication 
Association (ICA). Fellow status is awarded 
based on �distinguished scholarly contributions 
to the broad �eld of communication� and 
�service to the International Communication 
Association and to other publics such as 
business, government, education�. This award 
testi�es to the breadth and depth of David 
Hesmondhalgh�s work, which spans music, 
culture, economics, politics and the media 
industry, and to the impact he has had on the 
�eld of media and communications as a whole.

Professor Sheena Radford, Professor of 
Biophysics and Director of the Astbury Centre 
for Structural Molecular Biology, has been 
announced as one of the Biophysical Society�s 
2018 Society Fellows. The award honours 
the Society�s distinguished members who 
have demonstrated excellence in science, 
contributed to the expansion of the �eld of 
biophysics and supported the Biophysical 
Society. Professor Radford is celebrated for her 
leadership in protein biophysics, revealing �ne 
details about protein folding and misfolding, 
both in vitro and in diseased states. 

Professor Paul Kind (Leeds Institute 
of Health Sciences) has been awarded 
the 2017 Avedis Donabedian Outcomes 
Research Lifetime Achievement 
Award by the International Society for 
Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes 
Research (ISPOR). The award was 
established in honour of the late Avedis 
Donabedian MD, MPH to acknowledge 
individuals who have made a major 
contribution to the improvement of health 
outcomes. Professor Kind has been 
recognised for his outstanding lifelong 
achievement in health economics research.

Postgraduate researcher Rebecca Macklin, 
who is studying for a PhD in comparative 
literature at the University, has received an 
All Disciplines Fulbright Award to undertake 
research at Cornell University, USA. 
While at Cornell, Rebecca will research 
postcolonial and indigenous engagements 
with globalisation, with a speci�c focus on 
native American and South African �ction. 
The Fulbright is internationally renowned, 
providing the only bilateral, transatlantic 
scholarship programme in the world.

Professor Peter Selby (Leeds Institute 
of Cancer and Pathology) has received 
a Beacon award for his outstanding 
contribution to healthcare at the Medilink 
Yorkshire & Humber Healthcare Business 
Awards. Professor Selby is the Clinical 
Director of the nationally funded Diagnostic 
Evidence Cooperative, which carries out 
research into new and better diagnostic 
tests and helps the NHS, patients and 
healthcare industry bene�t from these. 
He has led world-class research in cancer 
for 25 years, has a number of signi�cant 
awards and held high of�ce in international 
healthcare research networks and bodies. 
Professor Selby has authored more than 
500 publications and overseen £50m of 
cancer research funding.

Professor Terry Wilkins (School of Chemical 
and Mechanical Engineering) has been 
elected as a Fellow of The Royal Academy 
of Engineering (RAE). As a Professor 
of Manufacturing Innovation, the award 
recognises his in�uence on healthcare 
and advanced materials industries through 
his innovations of novel, game-changing 
technologies. Being a member of UK and EU 
policy committees, his experience has guided 
industrial research and innovation investment 
policy. As a result, Europe now outcompetes 
the USA in the large nanotechnology market 
and has created a worldwide nanosafety 
research community led by the UK.

Professor Jane Nixon, Deputy Director of 
the Leeds Clinical Trials Research Unit, 
has been made an MBE in the Queen�s 
Birthday Honours for her groundbreaking 
research into pressure sores. Professor 
Nixon has spent much of her career 
looking at ways of reducing the risk of 
patients developing bed sores. Patients 
with limited mobility who spend long 
periods sitting or lying in one position are 
at risk of getting pressure sores. As well 
as being painful, these can cause severe 
disability and, in extreme cases, be fatal.



Leeds honours for high achievers 
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Edward Boyle Library reopened 
by Chancellor Melvyn Bragg 
Following its impressive 
refurbishment, the Edward Boyle 
Library was of�cially reopened by 
the University�s Chancellor Melvyn 
Bragg on 13 July.
Originally built in the 1970s in the Brutalist 
style, the Edward Boyle Library has since been 
recognised as Grade II listed. Following its 
extensive refurbishment, the Library now boasts 
over 2,000 study spaces, accessible student 
rooms, a cafØ and wonderful views across 
campus. 

Level 13 of the Library offers both individual 
and collaborative spaces in a postgraduate 
Research Hub, which is home to the Library�s 
Research Support and Data Management 

teams. The Library houses the main 
collections for science, engineering 
and social science.

The of�cial reopening event was 
held during graduation fortnight and 
formed one of Lord Bragg�s �nal 
formal engagements as Chancellor. 
He stepped down on 31 July after 17 
years in the role. 

The University�s next Chancellor will 
be appointed by the Court on the 
recommendation of the Council, and 
will be announced in due course. 

To book one of the Edward Boyle 
Library bookable spaces, visit  
library.leeds.ac.uk/room-booking

Above: The Edward Boyle Library being built in 1970s

Below: The Edward Boyle Library now boasts over 
2,000 study spaces, accessible student rooms, a cafØ 

and wonderful views across campus

THEN  
AND NOW
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This year�s honorary graduates are:

� �Founder of the Leeds Triathlon Centre,  
Dr Malcolm Brown, Honorary Doctor of Laws

� �Professor of rehabilitation medicine,  
Anne Chamberlain, Honorary Doctor of Science  

� �Gold medal-winning paralympic rower,  
Grace Clough, Honorary Doctor of Laws

� �Comedian, Barry Cryer, Honorary Doctor of Letters
� �Gold medal-winning paralympic hand-cyclist,  

Dr Karen Darke, Honorary Doctor of Laws
� �Conductor, Richard Farnes, Honorary Doctor  

of Music
� �Alzheimer�s disease researcher,  

Professor John Hardy, Honorary Doctor of Science
� �Founder member of the Disability Rights 

Commission, Colin Low (Baron Low of Dalston), 
Honorary Doctor of Laws

� �Facebook Vice President for Europe,  
Lady Nicola Mendelsohn, Honorary Doctor of Laws

� �Author, Helen Rappaport, Honorary Doctor  
of Letters
� �Astronomer Royal, Professor Martin Rees 

(Baron Rees of Ludlow), Honorary Doctor  
of Science
� �Chief Race Engineer for the Mercedes AMG 

Petronas F1 team, Dr Andrew Shovlin, 
Honorary Doctor of Science (Engineering)
� �Chief Executive and President of the 

Institute of Cancer Research,  
Professor Paul Workman,  
Honorary Doctor of Science.

Addressing graduates during his last week of formal engagements as 
Chancellor, Lord Bragg proclaimed that this year�s degree ceremonies 
had �been the loudest in 17 years�!
He also conferred honorary degrees upon 
several of this year�s recipients, including Barry 
Cryer, Honorary Doctor of Letters (pictured with 
Lord Bragg). 

Since 1904, Leeds has conferred honorary 
awards on a host of individuals from the worlds 

of science, art, academia, industry, 
politics, medicine, entertainment and 
beyond.

You can watch the webcast ceremonies 
online at goo.gl/yhPiWi. Photographs 
and more information about this year�s 
honorary degrees can be found online 
at goo.gl/ZrzjU5

The Chancellor, with Barry Cryer, 
Honorary Doctor of Letters
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The Little Greats at Opera North
Until Saturday 21 October at Leeds Grand Theatre

Short operas. Huge emotions. Explore this autumn�s season of six mini-masterpieces, each 
packing the power of a complete opera into an approachable form. From the well known to 
rarely performed jewels of the genre: Leoncavallo�s Pagliacci, Mascagni�s Cavalleria rusticana, 
JanÆc�ek�s Fate (Osud), Ravel�s L�enfant et les sortilŁges, Gilbert and Sullivan�s Trial by Jury, and 
Leonard Bernstein�s Trouble in Tahiti.

The operas will be presented in changing rotation, creating new and unusual pairings and 
allowing audiences to create their own path through the season.

Through our DARE partnership with Opera North, staff can get tickets at a fantastic discount. 
For details go to goo.gl/kwzfnM 

Graduate Art Prize Show

Until 4 November  

Now in its �fth year, the FUAM Graduate 
Art Prize rewards the artistic excellence 
of the top students completing studies in 
Design and Fine Art at the University. 

A panel of three judges from the Yorkshire 
region have selected four �nalists from 
degree shows which took place around 
campus in June. The �nalists for 2017 are: 

Zoe Carlon (Fine Art)
Olivia Loker (Fine Art)
Lucy Davidson (Fine Art and Design)
Miranda Jones (Fine Art and Design).

The of�cial announcement of the winner  
of the FUAM Graduate Art Prize 2017  
will be made on 27 September,  
5:30-6:30pm. Spaces are limited  
at the prize-giving. 

For more information and to book a place, 
visit goo.gl/NHUCo6

Photographic Exhibition: Women of 
Mathematics � a Gallery of Portraits 

Until 10 October, 9am-5pm in the 
Edward Boyle Library foyer

This free exhibition portraying 13 women 
mathematicians at work is intended to break 
down stereotypes about mathematics, 
encouraging people (whatever their gender)  
to believe in their capacities and express  
their potential. 

The academics were photographed by Noel 
Tovia Matoff and interviewed by Sylvie Paycha 
and Sara Azzali. The exhibition is travelling 
around the world. For more information, visit 
goo.gl/tg4N2Y

Promoting  
your events

Do you want to promote a University-related 
event to colleagues, students or the general 
public? If your event is of�cial and supported 
by the University, the Internal Communications 
team can help you to promote it. Submit your 

event details by clicking the �Submit your event� 
button on the For Staff homepage. A high-
quality image, 800x 400px, will help make your 
listing more appealing. 

Leeds Night Light 

6 October, 6pm-10pm  

The University is hosting a series of events as 
part of the Leeds� biggest free annual multi-
arts event.

Performances and discussions will be held 
on campus, as well as interactive hands-on 
activities, showcasing some of the amazing 
work that takes place at the University. More 
information about what will be on offer can 
be found on goo.gl/LBPD9V

Trouble in Tahiti

Performers at Light Night 2016

Lucy Davidson, �Tessellations�, 2017, mixed media, ' The Artist




