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HELLO AND
WELCOME
TO LEEDS
Important Information
Information provided by the University such as in presentations, University brochures and the University website,
is accurate at the time of first disclosure. However, courses, University services and content of publications remain
subject to change. Changes may be necessary to comply with the requirements of accrediting bodies or to keep courses
contemporary through updating practices or areas of study. Circumstances may arise outside the reasonable control of
the University, leading to required changes. Such circumstances include, industrial action, unexpected student numbers,
significant staff illness (where a course is reliant upon a person’s expertise), unexpected lack of funding, severe weather,
fire, civil disorder, political unrest, government restrictions and serious concern with regard to the transmission of serious
illness making a course unsafe to deliver. After a student has taken up a place with the University, the University will look to
give early notification of any changes and try to minimise their impact, offering suitable alternative arrangements or forms
of compensation where it believes there is a fair case to do so. Offers of a place to study at the University will provide up to
date information on courses. The latest key information on courses, entry requirements and fees can be found at
courses.leeds.ac.uk. Please check this website before making any decisions.

As the parent or carer of someone
thinking of applying to university,
you have an important role to play.
Encouraging and supporting your
son or daughter through the decision
making process is key to ensuring they
make informed decisions.
It’s very likely you have your own
questions about university and that’s
why we’ve put together this guide.
Here you’ll find useful information about
applying to university, accommodation,
finance, key dates and deadlines and
advice on how you can help your son
or daughter along the way.
W W W. L E E D S . AC .U K
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HOW MUCH
WILL IT COST?
This is the question which is asked
by many parents. It is important to
remember there are lots of different
types of financial help available for
those who need it.

WHY GO TO
UNIVERSITY?
Going to university is a life-changing
experience which offers a wide
range of personal, financial and
other lifelong benefits. If your son or
daughter is thinking about university
it is important for you to understand
why a degree is worth the investment
of time and money.

GAIN ACCESS TO A
PARTICULAR CAREER
Many professions such as doctors, nurses,
teachers and lawyers are only open to
graduates with a related degree.

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
University students are provided with a huge
range of opportunities which can broaden
their horizons; studying abroad, work
placements, taking part in clubs, societies and
volunteering. University opens up a world of
new experiences, helping them to develop their
skills, meet new people and stand out in the
job market.

INCREASED EARNING POTENTIAL
IMPROVED CAREER PROSPECTS
Competition in the job market is intense.
More and more companies now expect
applicants to be educated to degree level.
Employers value the writing, presenting,
problem solving and time management skills
which are developed at university. Graduates
have a wider choice of career options than
non-graduates and are more likely to progress
within their chosen career at a faster rate.
2

The average salary of a graduate is £9,500
more per year than a non-graduate.
(Department for Business Innovation and Skills:
Graduate Labour Market Statistics April 2016).

7th in the UK
for graduate
recruitment
The Graduate Market in
2018, High Fliers Research

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM
THE GOVERNMENT

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM
THE UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS

Help with tuition fees

Leeds Financial Support (LFS)

UK and EU students do not have to pay any
of their tuition fees upfront. Regardless of your
household income, your son or daughter can
apply for a government loan which covers the
full amount of their tuition fees.

We offer financial assistance for students from
the UK (excluding Wales) with a household
income of £42,875 or less. The amount your
son or daughter may be eligible for depends
on your household income.

Please visit www.leeds.ac.uk/undergraduatefees
for details of the University of Leeds tuition fee
rates for students starting a full time degree.

University of Leeds scholarships

Help with living costs
Maintenance loans are available from the
government to help with living expenses.
How much your son or daughter is eligible
for depends on your household income and
whether they will be living at home or away
while they study. Any maintenance loan will
be paid in instalments at the start of each term
once your son or daughter has registered on
their course.

A range of scholarships are available from the
University worth up to £3,000 a year for three
years. Applicants must meet specific personal
and financial criteria.
LFS and scholarships are non-repayable and
are in addition to the financial support you can
receive from the government.

Both government loans are repayable but
only after your son or daughter is earning over
£25,000 after they graduate. Even then they
will only pay a percentage of their income, so
those who earn less, pay less.

Financial information as of February 2018. These details are subject to change.
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MAKING THE
RIGHT CHOICES
There are over 350 universities and
colleges in the UK offering 50,000
degree courses. Researching the right
course and university is essential and
one of the areas where you can help.
But with so much choice available,
you may be wondering where to start?
WHAT DO THEY WANT TO STUDY?
This is the key question your son or daughter
needs to be asking themselves. Do they have
a passion for a subject they are currently
studying? What are their career aspirations?
Are they looking at courses related to a
particular profession? Do they want to try a
completely new subject? It’s important to be
aware that course content and admissions
criteria vary between universities. Similar
sounding degrees can cover different areas
and request a range of entry requirements
so do encourage your son or daughter to look
beyond a degree title.

WHERE DO THEY WANT TO STUDY?
Once they have narrowed down their course
preferences, the next step is to think about
where they’d like to study. Do they want to be
close to home? Would they enjoy living in a big
city or a small town?

VISIT THE SHORTLIST TOGETHER
Visiting a campus with your son or daughter
is a great way to get a feel for a university
and learn more about the courses they are
interested in. A variety of talks, tours and
activities take place for all subject areas and
you will be able to put your questions to current
staff and students.

RESEARCH RESOURCES
There are many sources of information out
there including careers fairs in schools, UCAS
fairs, university prospectuses and websites.
See page 17 for details.

MAKING THE MOST
OF OPEN DAYS

TOP QUESTIONS TO ASK
• What does the course cover?
• What assessment methods – coursework/
exams/presentations – are used?
• What are the entry requirements for the
course?

A successful open day visit is all
about the preparation. Encourage
your son or daughter to check the
online information ahead of the event
so they can decide how best to use
their time on the day and book onto
any talks or tours.
Knowing what questions to ask tutors
and current students will help your
son or daughter get to the bottom of
whether a course is right for them.

• What careers can the course lead to?
• Are applicants interviewed for the course?
• What facilities/resources are available?
• Are there opportunities for work placements
or studying abroad on the course?
• What are the fees?
• What scholarships and bursaries are
available?
• Does the university provide accommodation
for all first-year students?
• What types of accommodation are available?
• What clubs and societies are offered at the
students’ union?

4

W W W. L E E D S . AC .U K

5

U NI V E RS I T Y O F L E E D S

PA RE N T A N D C A RE RS GUID E 2 019

Did you have any concerns about
Yolande applying for university?

“

It is important to let
your child have the
final decision as they
need to love wherever
it is they want to go.

PRISCILLIA
AND YOLANDE
When Yolande Sumbele started thinking
about studying at university, her mum
played an important role providing
help, suggestions and advice. We
spoke to Priscillia about how she found
the experience of supporting Yolande
through the process.
6

Priscillia
Mother of Yolande,
University of Leeds
student

”

How did you support Yolande?

No, I didn’t have any concerns. I knew going
to university would provide Yolande with the
necessary tools, opportunities and life skills
for her future career. The only worry I did have
was about the financial challenges I thought
we may face.

I accompanied Yolande to university open
days and researched course information with
her. We also went through the student finance
application together. Doing so allowed us to
work out how much funding Yolande may be
eligible for so I could help her budget properly
before she started university.

How straightforward was it to find
all the information you needed?

How involved were you in Yolande’s
decision making?

Yolande’s sixth form college provided lots of
information about how to apply to universities.
They held a parents’ evening which was
particularly helpful. Representatives from
universities attended and they were able to
answer our questions there and then. I learned
about how I could support Yolande to write a
good personal statement and what funding
opportunities were out there. It was at this
meeting that I became aware that students
from disadvantaged backgrounds could be
eligible for additional support from universities.

I felt it was important to be involved in
Yolande’s choice of university as I could provide
a different perspective. After researching
online information, talking to different people
and asking specific questions at open days I
was at peace to then allow her make that final,
informed decision knowing we had investigated
as much as we could.

The application and entry requirements
information on Leeds’ website was also clear and
it was useful to have contact numbers online
that I could call if I needed any clarification.

What information did you find the
most useful?
The information I found essential was about
student funding, volunteering, work placement
opportunities and how much student support
is available. Learning about the personal and
academic support provided by the University
was particularly valuable as it gave me peace
of mind that Yolande would have help available
if she ever needed it.

Do you have any advice for parents
about to go through the process?
Take an active – but objective – role in
your child’s decision making process. It’s
understandable to want to encourage them to
choose a university close to home but it’s best
to investigate where they can best excel in their
course and undertake opportunities where
they will develop skills which will make them
employable. It is important to let your child have
the final decision as they need to love wherever
it is they want to go.
Finally, have a look at the parents’ pages on
university websites before going to an open day.
Doing some research on the course beforehand
will help you and your child prepare informed
questions to ask lecturers and students.

W W W. L E E D S . AC .U K
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RECEIVING DECISIONS

CONFIRMATION AND CLEARING

Once applications are submitted, universities
will make their decisions which are sent to
applicants online via UCAS:

Your son or daughter will find out on results
day whether they have been accepted by their
firm choice university. If they have narrowly
missed the conditions of the offer they could
still secure a place, or be accepted by their
insurance choice. However if their grades are
not what they were expecting – don’t panic.
They will automatically enter Clearing, the
official online list of course vacancies where
they may find a university place.

• Unconditional – this means the applicant
has already met the entry requirements.
The place is theirs if they want it.
• Conditional – this is an offer of a university
place which is subject to the applicant
meeting the course entry requirements
in their exam results.
• Unsuccessful – unfortunately the university
has declined and not offered the applicant
a place.

REPLYING TO OFFERS
If your son or daughter is offered a place at
more than one university, they will need to
respond to their offers. They can accept a
maximum of two choices:

APPLYING TO
UNIVERSITY
It’s much more straightforward than you
may think. All university applications
are made through the Universities and
Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS)
website. The online form includes
sections for personal details, education,
employment history, the personal
statement and course choices.
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COURSE CHOICES
Your son or daughter can choose up to five
courses on their application. There’s no order
of preference and universities won’t be able to
see where else they have applied.

• Firm – their first choice. The university/
course they most want to attend. If they
accept a conditional offer and meet the
conditions, they’ll have a confirmed place
here.

LOOK OUT FOR ACCESS TO LEEDS
Access to Leeds (A2L) is the University of
Leeds widening access scheme. It guarantees
special consideration for applicants whose
personal circumstances have affected their
ability to demonstrate their potential through
grades alone. If your son or daughter meets
certain eligibility criteria they could receive
special consideration from admissions tutors
and an alternative offer from the University.
Visit www.leeds.ac.uk/A2L

• Insurance – their back-up choice. The
university/course they’d want to attend if they
don’t meet the conditions of their firm choice.

PERSONAL STATEMENT
This is where applicants talk about themselves,
explain their interest in the course and why
they’d make a great student. With just 4,000
characters to impress the universities they
wish to attend, it can be a daunting section to
write. You can help your son or daughter by
discussing ideas, reading through their drafts,
checking grammar and spelling.

W W W. L E E D S . AC .U K
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YEAR 13
September
Prepare UCAS application.
Access to Leeds applications open.
October
Deadline for UCAS applications to medicine,
dentistry and places at Oxford or Cambridge.
November – April
Some courses interview applicants in order to
consider them for a place. If this is the case
for your son or daughter, they will need to
prepare for and attend selection/visit days.
January

APPLICATION
TIMETABLE

YEAR 12
January – July
Encourage your son or daughter to start
looking into courses that interest them and
where they would like to study.

The university application process
involves a number of different steps
and stages. Help your son or daughter
get organised with our schedule of
key actions.

March – July
The annual series of UCAS Fairs begins.
These are a great way to pick up information
and talk to universities about the courses
they offer.

February
Apply for financial support for tuition fee
and living cost loans.
UCAS Extra opens.
University of Leeds scholarship applications
open.
Access to Leeds applications close.
March

May
Decision time – your son or daughter needs
to choose which universities to confirm as
firm and insurance choices.
Student finance applications close (England).
University of Leeds scholarship applications
close.

April – September

Decisions start to come through from
universities.

Explore the options – register to attend
university open days.

University of Leeds accommodation
viewing day.

Apply for accommodation.

May onwards

April

Encourage your son or daughter to find
relevant work or voluntary experience to
support their application.

Students with a disability or learning difficulty
should apply for Disabled Students Allowance
as soon as possible. They do not need to wait
until they have a confirmed place at university.

International Baccalaureate and BTEC
results published.

August
It’s a good time for your son or daughter to
start thinking about the content and structure
of their personal statement.

10

UCAS application deadline for all courses
(excluding medicine and dentistry).

June
July

August
A level results published.
Clearing and Adjustment opens.
September
University term begins.

W W W. L E E D S . AC .U K
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WHERE TO LIVE
Once the UCAS application has
been submitted it’s a good time
to start looking into student
accommodation. If your son or
daughter is moving away from home,
making sure they are settled in a
safe and secure environment will
understandably be a priority.
ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS
Where your son or daughter lives will play a
big part in their university experience so it’s
important to find the right place for them.
Student accommodation comes in a wide
range of styles:
• Catered and self-catered.
• On and off campus.
• Traditional halls of residence and modern
flat-share.
• Private houses and purpose built
communal buildings.

PA RE N T A N D C A RE RS GUID E 2 019

There is something to suit every preference
and budget. How much your son or daughter
spends on accommodation will depend on the
type of residence they chose.
University of Leeds accommodation currently
ranges from £93–£203* per week. Rent
includes all energy costs, internet access,
contents insurance, laundry credits and offpeak sports membership at the University
gym, The Edge.
Explore university residences by attending
a range of accommodation viewing days and
open days. You can also check university
websites for images and virtual tours,
information on costs and what is included
in their charges.
*All rents are subject to approval. It is possible
that the prices quoted may increase or
decrease as a result.

Our guarantee
We guarantee† single
University accommodation
for all first year students who
apply by the deadline.

†Restrictions apply relating to deadlines,
residence and academic offer status. Find out
more at accommodation.leeds.ac.uk
12
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JARGON
BUSTER
BURSARY
Financial support awarded to
students to enable them to
study at university or college.
These are usually meanstested and non-repayable.

A SUPPORTIVE
ENVIRONMENT
Should your son or daughter encounter
any personal issues, difficulties
with their studies, finances or living
arrangements we have a number of
specialist support services to help:
PERSONAL TUTOR
Every student at the University has a personal
tutor - a member of teaching staff who is there
to support your son or daughter’s personal and
academic development.

14

STUDENT ADVICE CENTRE
Run by Leeds University Union, the centre
provides help with any problems concerning
life as a student, specialising in housing, money
matters and academic issues. All help is free
and confidential.

DISABILITY COORDINATOR TEAM
The team is one of the largest in the UK, with
a range of specialist staff members working to
assess the needs of disabled students and put
in place individualised packages of support.
We also work closely with academic
departments and other university services
to ensure access for individual students.

LEEDS STUDENT COUNSELLING CENTRE
Offers free and confidential help, guidance
and support to students affected by a range
of emotional issues. This includes one to one
counselling, self-help resources, daily drop-in
sessions, groups and workshops.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

MEANS-TESTED

The standard of academic
ability an applicant needs
to study a course. Set by
universities, these are often
specific qualifications and/
or specific grades in subjects
relevant to the course being
applied for.

The measurement of
household income in order
to determine eligibility for
financial support.

FIRM CHOICE
The offer from a university that
the applicant has accepted as
their first choice.

CAMPUS

FRESHER

The grounds and buildings of
a university or college.

A first year student at
university.

CONDITIONAL OFFER

GRADUATE

The university will accept
the applicant on their
course if they meet certain
additional requirements,
usually specified grades in
the examinations they will
be taking.

A student who has
successfully completed their
university course and been
awarded a degree.

CLEARING
Part of the UCAS university
application process. Clearing
enables universities to fill their
course vacancies. It also gives
applicants, who do not hold
an offer, another chance of
finding a university place.

DEGREE
The qualification awarded to
an individual after successfully
finishing their higher
education course at university.

HALLS OF RESIDENCE
Buildings with rooms or flats,
built by universities in which
students live during term time.

UCAS
The Universities and
Colleges Admissions Service;
the central organisation
through which applications
are processed for entry to
university.

UCAS TRACK
An online system, developed
by UCAS, that allows
individuals to check the
progress of their applications.

UNCONDITIONAL OFFER
The university will accept
the applicant on their course.
The applicant has already met
all the entry requirements.

UNDERGRADUATE
A student studying for their
first degree who has not yet
finished the course.

HIGHER EDUCATION
A range of courses, taught in
universities which are studied
to degree level.

INSURANCE CHOICE
The offer from a university
that the applicant has
accepted as their second/
back up choice (should they
not meet the conditions of
their first/firm choice).
W W W. L E E D S . AC .U K
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USEFUL WEBSITES
Access to Leeds www.leeds.ac.uk/A2L
Disabled Students’ Allowances www.gov.uk/disabled-students-allowances-dsas
Leeds Financial Support www.leeds.ac.uk/universitysupport
Student Finance England www.gov.uk/apply-online-for-student-finance
The Complete University Guide www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk
The Student Room www.thestudentroom.co.uk
UCAS www.ucas.com
UCAS Information for Parents www.ucas.com/parents
Which? University www.which.co.uk/university
University Open Days www.opendays.com
University of Leeds Accommodation www.leeds.ac.uk/accommodation
University of Leeds Information for Parents www.leeds.ac.uk/parents
University of Leeds Open Days www.leeds.ac.uk/opendays
University of Leeds Scholarships www.leeds.ac.uk/scholarships
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Alternative formats
If you require any of the information contained
in this publication in an alternative format
eg Braille, large print or audio,
please email disability@leeds.ac.uk

/universityofleeds
@UniversityLeeds

Parents and Carers
Education Outreach
University of Leeds
LS2 9JT
parents@leeds.ac.uk
www.leeds.ac.uk/parents

